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GAle GAtes et al. is proud to present the NA.TO. Show, a group exhibition organized by Italian curator Ombretta Agro` which will feature the work of 14 emerging Italian artists.  The show will open on March 2nd, 2000 at GAle GAtes et al. located at 37 Main Street, in Dumbo, Brooklyn, (718-522 4596) from 7:00pm to 10:00pm. ( Until April 16th, Wednesday - Sunday, 12pm - 6pm). A reception for the artists and the press will be held, the same day, at the Italian Cultural Institute, 686 Park Avenue, New York City, (RSVP at: 212-879-4242 ext.: 60), from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. During the reception the New York-based critic Robert Morgan will introduce the exhibition and present the artists.

NA and TO, to an Italian, is immediately recognizable from the license plates of two renowned Italian cities, NApoli and TOrino.  However, in the Italian language, its meaning goes much deeper.  Nato means to have been born.  In the context of art, NA.TO. gives life.  NA.TO. is the title of an dynamic exhibition born of a selective representation of the  contemporary art scene from two of the most vital cultural areas in Italy: Turin and Naples.  Two major cities uniquely diverse yet both have, in recent years, fostered  some of the most engaging artistic statements in all of Italy.  As an Italian curator, living in New York, and working extensively in the international contemporary art field, Ms. Agro` has observed a disproportionate representation and lack of information reflecting the newest Italian artistic expressions.  It was from this observation that NA.TO. came to life.  A group show whose dual goals are to fill even if only partially this void, while adding a new dimension to the New York art scene.  

The artists selected are, needless to say, from Naples and Turin.  Some have several exhibitions behind them.  Others are quite unknown.  The media they work with and their method of creating art are intentionally diverse and varied as a result of the intention to show an aggregation of different expressions that cumulatively form the artistic background of these two cities.  The  works which make up NA.TO. came as a result of extensive field research visiting countless artists, studios and ateliers.  The works range from the installation of Anna Fusco, to the objects of silicon and the projections of Luisa Rabbia, through to the three dimensional paintings of Alice Capelli,  and the colorful objects of Lorenzo Scotto di Luzio.  Then there are the portraits of Alberto Castelli, the paintings of Bartolomeo Migliore, and the vertical canvases of Marco Memeo.  Painters, Mariangela Levita, and Nicola Bolla, will feature a few canvases and sculptures, respectively. The artists dedicated to photography are Giulia Caira, with two series of self portraits, Sergio Gentili who will present a b/w installation of photography and drawings, Paolo Berardinelli with the ironic voyeurism of his prints, and Maurizio Elettrico with two light boxes.  Piero Golia will present an installation and a live perfomance. 

NA.TO. was made possible thanks to the generous support of: Alitalia (official carrier), Foundation Cassa di Risparmio di Torino, Regione Piemonte, Italian Cultural Institute, Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, La Stampa, Illy Espresso of the Americas, Robe di Kappa, Chiesa d’Arte, fare 1.com., Martini & Rossi, and Omnipak.
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